
property but after doing the maths and 
taking into consideration the living spaces 
they required and the finishes they wanted, 
all figures pointed towards a new home. 

“Essentially, we were then given a blank 
canvas to come up with something modern 
and contemporary, which this suburb can 
well cater for,” Elias says. “This is a 
benchmark for all future developments 
in the area, it’s a dateless style of house.’’

Learning curves
Elias says the most difficult aspect of the 
design was fitting a curved staircase which 
had originally been designed to be 
symmetrical and streamlined.

“Bill has always wanted a curved 
staircase, but it was like putting a round 
peg in a square hole. But 
[Design Studio 407 associate] 
Michael Kostopoulos made it 
work by incorporating a 
traditional semi-circle coming 
back off the other curved wall. 
Visually it’s subliminal but it 
created a nice balance and 
space in that section,’’ he says.

Budget matters
The house went slightly over 
budget, surpassing the million-
dollar mark, which included 
demolishing the old home, and 
building and kitting out the 
new home and pool.

Bill and Voula’s decision to 
use better stone finishes, a 

barbecue area (which Elias calls a “stainless-
steel piece of art’’), full-sized kitchen in the 
cabana, vergola and airconditioning all 
contributed to the extra cost.

Elias says other notable features of the 
home are the living areas, all of which have 
a northerly aspect; concrete slabs on all 
three levels; double-glazed aluminium 
windows and a four-car garage with 
workshop and ample storage.

“This is the best example of a two-storey 
house from our office.’’  ■■

Catherine Nikas-Boulos

● MORE INFORMATION
 Design Studio 407 9558 8944, 

designstudio407.com.au
 Casimark Pty Ltd 9588 5850
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